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The pileated woodpecker is the largest woodpecker in North 
America and was the model for Woody Woodpecker. The 
birds are 16-19 inches long and can live for up to 12 years. 
Their preferred habitat is large tracts of forest with big, 
mature hardwoods, although they also inhabit smaller tracts 
if there are sufficient large hardwoods. They feed primarily 
on insects that live in trees, especially carpenter ants and 
wood-boring beetle larva. Pileated woodpeckers mate for 
life. The male usually carves out a large nest in a dead tree. 
The eggs, typically 3-5, incubate for 12-16 days and the 
young take about a month to fledge. The nests are only used 
once and the remaining cavity often becomes a nest for 
other species, including owls, tree-nesting ducks, and even 
raccoons. 

(Info from the Wikipedia and other sources) 

Wildlife in Minnesott Beach 

Welcome the spring edition of the 
Minnesott Beach newsletter. It was a 
cold winter with a surprising arrival of 
several inches of snow. But the 
weather is warming, spring flowers 
are in bloom, and our thoughts can 
now turn to summer activities.  
 
This past Christmas season I 
recognized many of our neighbors for 
festive Christmas decorations. It was 
fun to drive around our community 
and see the brightly decorated homes. 
Residents who had particularly 
attractive decorations were awarded a 
gift certificate to the Live Oak Grill.  
If you received a certificate, thank you 
for making our community more 
festive during the season. If you did 
not receive a certificate, better luck 
this year! 
 
The speed humps installed last year 
continued to be an issue for people. 
See this newsletter’s article about the 
Commissioners’ actions. 
 
The Spring Town Clean Up is 
scheduled for May 15 and 16. In the 
past, there has been a privately 
organized town-wide Yard Sale 
preceding the Clean Up. However, 

Register for email on the Town’s website: 
www.minnesottbeachnc.gov2.com 

the organizer of the Yard Sale is tied 
up with other activities. The primary 
responsibility of the organizer is to 
notify people of the date, keep track of 
who is participating, and provide a list 
of participant addresses. While this is 
not a Town sponsored event, 
information may be posted on the 
Town’s website. If anyone would like 
to take over this duty, please contact 
Town Hall. 
 
Mark your calendars - the summer 
party is scheduled for July 19 at the 
Minnesott Golf and Country Club. 
More details to come closer to the 
date. 
 
You have probably noticed the state of 
disrepair of the building on the corner 
of Hwy 306 and Country Club Drive. I 
am working with our town attorney to 
get the owner to properly secure the 
building so that it is not a danger to 
curious youngsters or an attraction for 
vandals. We hope to have a response 
from the owner soon and have him 
take some action on the matter in the 
next few weeks. 
 
Enjoy the springtime weather and our 
wonderful community. See you at the 
Summer Party! 



 
Information on the Town Website >>> 

 
  

Important Numbers 

Emergency 911 
Pamlico County:  

Sheriff 745-3101 

Animal Control 745-3203 

Board of Elections 745-4821 

County Manager 745-3133 

Emergency Management 745-4131 

Health Dept. 745-5111 

Senior Services 745-7196 

Social Services 745-4086 

Tax Collector: 745-4125 

Water Dept. 745-5453 

NC Ferry System 1-800-293-3779 

NC Highway Patrol 1-800-441-6127 

Poison Control 1-800-222-1222 

Animal Poison Control 1-888-426-4435 

US Coast Guard (Hobucken) 745-3131 

CCHC Pamlico Health Center 745-3191 

East Carolina Medical Center 633 8111 

Nova Urgent Care 745 7440 
Emergency Pet Care 444 1399 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Be on the lookout for an invitation to the Town Summer Party 
which will be on July 19.  All Town residents are invited and 
email invitations with the time and location are sent from 
Commissioner Gaskins using the Town email list.  Make sure 
you get your invitation – sign up for Town emails now! See 
below for how to sign up. 

Visit the Town website 
(www.minnesottbeachnc.govoffice2.com) and select ‘Bulk 
Email’ in the upper right corner and follow the directions.  
Depending upon your email server, you may also have to 
designate the Town’s email 
(minnesottbeach.gov@gmail.com) as safe.  Once signed up, 
you will receive informational emails from the Town. We do 
not send out a lot of emails, just important information for 
Town residents.  

After 30 years of service, Pamlico County Manager Tim Buck 
retired in January. Mark Brewington is our new County 
Manager and spoke at the Board of Commissioners meeting 
in February. We look forward to working with Mark! 

Commissioners’ Notes >>> 
 

Kenny Campen (Public Safety):  
 

David Fritsch (Planning Board Liaison): It’s been a good year so far!  As the Commissioner Liaison with the Planning Board I would like to 
thank Sarah Davis for continuing to lead the planning board as they review and enhance the town ordinances.  I would also like to thank our planning 
board members for their dedicated commitment to the Town of Minnesott Beach.  Finally, I would like to thank the residents of the town for bringing 
issues to the attention of the town commissioners. 
 
David Gaskins (Finances): Well, we have survived the cold winter months and our Town has been blessed with very few, if any, major weather 
events that necessitated clean ups and/or repairs.  Town Finances have been trending very positively as we head towards our fiscal year end.  We 
have received a few estimates on the costs of building a town pavilion for everyone to enjoy, whether for group get-togethers or some nice live 
music, so please give us your input as we make plans for future enhancements within our town. 
 
Sarge O’Donnell (Public Works):  
 
 
Board of Commissioners meets in Town Hall at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of the month. 

 The Town website has a lot of excellent 
information including: 

Ordinances & the Land Use Plan 
Town Calendar  
Board Minutes  
Town Policies 
…and much more!  Find it at: 
www.minnesottbeachnc.govoffice2.com 
 



  
 
Town Code of Ordinances now online>>> 

 
 
Continuing saga of speed humps >>> 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
Do you need a Minnesott Beach Zoning Permit? >>> 

  

 In 2024, after reports and observations of speeding and a couple of incidents, the Board of Commissioners discussed 
the speeding problem at several monthly meetings and then voted to install two speed humps on Hardison Drive. 
Residents with houses close to the speed humps were pleased; others not so much. A petition to remove the speed 
humps was submitted to Town, although signatures could not be verified as being Town residents. After continuing 
complaints from residents that the humps were too high, the Board voted in early 2025 to install three-way stops signs 
at both intersections of Phillips and Hardison, and then remove the speed humps once residents were observing the 
stop signs. The stop signs are now installed and the speed humps will be removed in the near future. 
 
As a point of interest, a review of Board of Commissioners meeting minutes from 2005 onward, revealed that 
speeding in our residential areas has been a problem for years.  Please…..pay attention to your speed in our 
community!  Unless posted otherwise, the Town speed limit is 35 mph.  However, on most residential streets, the 
posted limit is 25 mph. Give your neighbors a break and slow down! If you observe delivery trucks exceeding the 
speed limit, call the company and report it! 
 
The Board appreciates everyone’s cooperation in helping to keep our Town safe for all residents. 

The Town recently secured the services of American Legal Publishing to have our Code of Ordinances available in 
a searchable database. You can access the ordinances through the website, under Resources, Ordinances. Use the 
left menu to scroll through all of the ordinances or access a specific chapter or section of the ordinances. Use the 
search button (near the top right) to search for a particular term or ordinance. Ordinances in this online database are 
updated as they are approved by the Board of Commissioners. 

If you are doing any type of construction or building, the answer is probably YES! Zoning Permits are required for 
new construction, additions, any modification that changes roof lines or building footprints or adds new electrical or 
plumbing. Permits are also required for any accessory building, fences, sheds, etc. Before doing any type of 
construction or addition, it’s best to check with Town Hall about whether a Minnesott Beach Zoning Permit is 
required. Permits can be downloaded from the website (Resources, Forms and Fees, Zoning Permit), completed, and 
submitted to Town Hall. The Zoning Permit fee is $50. Additional permits from Pamlico County may also be 
required. 
 
Our approval process is rapid for most residential construction/modifications. The Zoning Administrator reviews the 
permit information and if the construction/modifications are compliant with the Town Code of Ordinances, approval 
happens within a few days. 



 
 
The Town Cleanup is your opportunity to dispose of any large items which are not part of our regular weekly household trash 
pickup. You can put out appliances, electronics (such as computer equipment, TVs, stereos, and computer games) and yard debris. 
Make certain you place the items that you wish to have picked up at curbside no later than 7:00 AM, Thursday, May 15.  Items 
must be placed curbside; we will not go onto private property to collect items. Items up are picked up in a specific order. Once we have 
picked a type of item (metal, vegetation, general trash) on a street, we will not pick up that item on that street again. 

 
Leaves, pine straw and other small items should NOT be put in bags or containers, just rake them to the edge of the Town’s right- 
of-way. Limbs must be cut small enough for one person to load them on the truck and less than 4 inches in diameter. Tires must be 
removed from the rim. Items we will NOT pick up include propane cylinders, anything flammable, hazardous materials and any 
commercial refuse or construction debris. Also, any cardboard should go with your regular recyclables. 

 
Anyone interested in volunteering to assist with the clean-up should contact Town Hall (252 249 1755). All volunteers will be 
required to sign a waiver and lunch will be provided. Bring a good pair of work gloves and wear long pants. 
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Dates to Remember… 
 Town Cleanup: Thursday & Friday, May 15 & 16 
Summer Party: Saturday, July 19 


