
Minutes of the Minnesott Beach Town Commissioners' Meeting
May 10,2011

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Town of Minnesott Beach, was held
Tuesday, May 10,2011 at 7:00 pm, at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Josh Potter, Commissioners Tim Fowler, Dave Stewart, Eber
Warren and Larry Whorton.

MEMBER ABSENT: None

OTHERS PRESENT: County Commissioner Kenny Heath, George & Regina Pawlikowski,
Barbara Gould, Betty Stuart, Mary Herrick, Kevin Avolis, Sarah Harrelson, Caroline Collins,
Jean Creech, Jan Shikoluk, Sally Covington, Bill Adkins, Ron Seegan and Jeff Aydelette from
The County Compass.

Mayor Potter called the meeting to order by having a moment of silence.

Mayor Potter called for discussion regarding any revision to the proposed agenda.
Commissioner Fowler requested to move roadway condition and drainage ditch surveys
presented by Avolis Engineering from Unfinished Business to follow after Public Comments.
Commissioner Fowler also requested to add under New Business approval of equipment
purchases. Commissioner Warren motioned to accept the agenda as amended. All ayes. Motion
passed.

Commissioner Warren made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 12, 2011 meeting.
All ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter then opened the floor for public comment.

County Commissioner Kenny Heath spoke about the county's fiscal year budget. There is a one
million dollar deficit in the budget and several cuts have been proposed such as new insurance
for county employees, no new hires, filling jobs from within, cutting part-time employees and
giving the community college $41,000 less for maintenance upkeep. Commissioner Heath may
possibly host a budget information session to answer questions residents may have on the
budget. This forum may be held at the firehouse or a church where Commissioner Heath will
have more detailed information.

Sarah Harrelson from the 4-H Club presented the Board information on the 2011 Pamlico
Summerfest Program for children. Ms. Harrelson asked the Board to consider making a
monetary donation to help sponsor a child and/or volunteer their time for some of the activities.
Ms. Harrelson left an informational flyer about the program and a list of items that are needed for
special activities.
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George Pawlikowski discussed the dog issues. Mr. Pawlikowski stated that 15 years ago a leash
law was presented to the Board; however, the Board stated that there is no one to enforce the
law. Mr. Pawlikowski has a home in Pine Knoll Shores where they have a leash and litter law.
This law is enforced by a letter being sent to the owner of the dog for the first infraction, if a
second infraction occurs there is a heavy fine. Mr. Pawlikowski said owners should be held
responsible for their dogs.

Barbara Gould read a letter to the Board from Dorothy Lord. The letter stated that owners let
their dogs out for the day and let them roam the streets of Minnesott Beach causing damage to
property and instilling fear in those who walk to the extent they now must walk with pepper
spray and sticks. This is a safety issue not just one more law on the books. Barbara Gould stated
that a German shepard came running up to her with teeth showing and wouldn't let her move.
There was no one around to help, after a period of time the dog moved along and let her leave.
Mrs. Gould also stated that another time as she was walking, two dogs came up from behind her
and were nipping at her heels. Mrs. Gould said she no longer walks in town. She also said it's a
shame that we're fenced in and the dogs are running around.

Mary Herrick stated that she likes dogs and people, but older people should be able to walk in
town without being harassed by dogs. Mrs. Herrick asked the Board for some type of law.

Betty Stuart agreed with everything Mary Herrick stated.

Jean Creech started her comments by saying the dog issue seemed to be better until this morning,
she saw 8 loose dogs. Mrs. Creech wanted to commend Lucille Rice for starting a dog ordinance
6 or 7 years ago. She also commended Mayor Potter for his comments made in the newspaper
recently. Mrs. Creech thanked Dot Lord for all her hard work on trying to organize some sort of
dog ordinance. She also wanted to thank those residents for putting up fences and having some
sort of control of their dogs. Mrs. Creech remarked that a leash law is not going to work until the
owners of the dogs take responsibility for them.

Carolyn Collins started by complimenting those that have tried to control their dogs, but things
were back to normal within the last week. Mrs. Collins took the advice given by Commissioner
Stewart in his article in The Messenger which stated that everyone should be more neighborly.
While she was taking her walks, if she saw a dog roaming, she would notify the owner of its
whereabouts. The next day she would see the same dog roaming around again. Mrs. Collins
stated that it is the responsibility of the dog owners not everyone else. Mrs. Collins was very
resentful of the comment in a column written in The Messenger from Commissioner Stewart.
She felt like the comment was directed towards those who were advocating dog control by
calling them fancy, ritzy, big city people. Mrs. Collins stated, " You don't know me and you
don't know where I've come from. I live here for the same reasons as everyone else does. I
happen to be a newcomer, but don't call me a fancy, ritzy, big city newcomer just because I want
to feel safe on the streets. I resent that. This is not a lifestyle issue, this is a public safety issue."
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Mrs. Collins has spoken to several people in town and they are opposed to a leash law. Mrs.
Collins suggested an animal control law instead. An animal control law would allow
those owners to run, bike, or walk with their dogs and not use a leash as long as they have
control of the dogs. Dogs that are running around with no owner in the area is not a dog in
control by the owner, this is a safety issue. Mrs. Collins also suggested that since some residents
seem to think there are too many laws on the books, why not remove those laws that are not
pertinent to safety issues anymore.

Mayor Potter commented that he has seen positive changes in regards to the dog issues.
However, he stated that this is the pattern of the Town. The dog issue is brought to the attention
of the Board and things get better for a short period of time, then the concerns are back again.
Mayor Potter said that something needs to be done. Currently, the Board is revising the Town's
ordinances and he would like to see something better than is currently in the ordinances.

Commissioner Whorton told those in attendance that American Legal has sent back the draft of
the Town's ordinances, but not the Legal Editorial. Once the Board receives this editorial they
will have 90 days to review, hold a town meeting for approval, and back to American Legal for
publication.

Mayor Potter expressed his appreciation to all for their input and advised the Commissioners
would take the comments into consideration.

Commissioner Fowler introduced Kevin Avolis from Avolis Engineering. Mr. Avolis presented
the Board with a road survey his company prepared for the town of River Bend. His engineering
company uses the Department of Transportation Manual as a guide to determine road conditions,
but does go further than the manual dictates. Commissioner Whorton asked Mr. Avolis if the
roads will be listed by priority due to road conditions, Mr. Avolis said yes. Commissioner
Fowler made a motion to hire Avolis Engineering to do a road survey of Minnesott Beach at a
cost of $1850.00. All ayes. Motion passed.

Kevin Avolis also showed the Board a copy of the drainage ditch survey his company prepared
for River Bend. The survey would list the drainage ditches according to conditions. The cost of
the drainage survey would be $7,770. Commissioner Fowler explained that a drainage survey
would help identify any problems with drainage. Commissioner Fowler motioned to apply for a
grant to help defray the cost of the drainage study by 50%, with discussion and possible passing
of a resolution for the grant at the next Board meeting. All ayes. Motion passed.
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Mayor Potter moved to New Business.

Mayor Potter received a call from Tim Buck, Pamlico County Manager, asking if the Town
would like to acquire the water tower property. Mr. Buck would like a formal response so he
may present it to the County Board of Commissioners to transfer the property to the Town of
Minnesott Beach. Commissioner Stewart motioned to acquire acquisition of the water tower
property. All ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Warren presented the Board with the proposed 2011-2012 fiscal year budget.
Commissioner Warren motioned to remove the line item rescue squad off the budget list. All
ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Stewart motioned to change the Town Hall hours to 9:00 am - 2:30 pm, also to
give all hourly employees a 3% pay increase and salary employee pay will remain the same.
Commissioners Stewart, Fowler, and Warren voted aye. Commissioner Whorton voted nay.
Motion passed.

Commissioner Warren motioned to have a Public Hearing regarding the budget at the next Board
meeting, June 14,2011 at 7:00 pm. All ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Fowler discussed two situations where purchases were made without the approval
of the Board. The price quoted for the tarp did not include labor to attach the tarp to the truck.
Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the additional expense of labor to attach the tarp to
the truck. All ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Fowler noted that there was some miscommunication between the town manager
and the town maintenance worker about purchasing a heavy duty battery charger for the truck.
Commissioner Fowler motioned to approve the purchase of the battery charger for the truck after
the maintenance worker already purchased it. All ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter moved to Unfinished Business.

Commissioner Whorton reported on the progress of the General Ordinance Rewrite.
Commissioner Whorton stated that the Town has not received the Legal Editorial from American
Legal, but it is expected at any time.
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Commissioner Reports:

Commissioner Warren provided the budget report noting the following balances for the period
ending April 30,2011: First Citizens checking account - $9,603.77; First Citizens savings
account - $236,011.82; North Carolina Capital Management Trust - $200,335.20; First South
Bank Savings - $30,006.16; and First South Bank CD - $20,250.00. Commissioner Warren
motioned to adjust the 2010 - 2011 budget by moving $1700.00 from Professional Services with
$200.00 going to Utilities Office, $500.00 going to Materials and Supplies, $200.00 going to
Public Works Salary, $300.00 going to Truck,Gas and Oil, and $500.00 going to Tipping Fees.
All ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Whorton reported that no zoning permit applications were requested.

Commissioner Whorton gave an update on the progress of Wayfarers Cove. They are
negotiating with owners of property by refunding deposits and assuming loans.

Commissioner Stewart made a motion to adjourn. All ayes. Motion passed.

J:Mxusiness, themeetingwas adjourned.
Charlene Lamb, Town Clerk
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