Town of Minnesott Beach
Board of Commissioners’ Meeting
December 14, 2021 Minutes

The meeting of the Board of Commissioners (BOC), Town of Minnesott Beach, was held
Tuesday December 14, 2021 at 7:00 P.M at the Minnesott Beach Town Hali.

Board members present: Mayor Tim Fowler, Commissioner Adam Garfinkel,
Commissioner Cliff Braly, Commissioner Kenny Campen and Commissioner David

Gaskins.

Others present were Town Manager Carolyn Braly, Town Clerk Denise Burns, Zeb James,
Brad Rice, David and Alison Hughes, Tom Mullinax, Grant Garmar, Trent Holland, Ken
Howard, Judith Lynch, Starr Murphy, Donna Scott, Michacl Beerli, Bill and Carol
DeMoranville, Sarge O’Donnell, Pat Dixon, Carlos Melo, Matt O’Brien, Patricia Day,
Richard Hughes, Eric Remington, Alan Asher, and Lino Pimentel.

Mayor Fowler called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with a moment of silence and led
everyone in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to November 9, 2021 minutes.
Commissioner Gaskins moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to the December 14, 2021 agenda.
Commissioner Braly moved to accept the agenda. All ayes.

Wayfarer’s Cove Rezoning Amendment
Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to go into a public hearing. All ayes.

Public Comments:

-Attorney Eric Remington of Ward and Smith spoke on behalf of Zeb and Barbara James
and Mark and Tracy Duggan. He argued that traffic will increase on Bennett Road and
Neuse Road.

-Brad Rice stated that he cannot think of a better way to use the property than to allow
residents to enjoy a meal and sunset on the riverfront.

-David Hughes argued that Mr. Melo has not presented a clear plan for what will be done
with the property.

“Trent Holland stated that he would like to see Minnesott Beach continue to be a retirement
community. He does not think the town is interested in commercial development.

_Ken Howard is concerned with the way Mr. Melo has handled the property in the past. He
doesn’t think a clear plan has been presented.

-Judith Lynch wants changes to enhance Minnesott Beach’s residential community.

-Starr Murphy believes improvements to the golf course have raised property values in
Minnesott Beach. She thinks the town should embrace the changes. '
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-Carlos Melo stated that he wants to make things better for the community. He is
constructing a boardwalk along the waterfront. His believes his plan will minimize traffic in

the community.
-Lino Pimentel is a proponent of rezoning in Minnesott Beach. He believes Mr, Melo wants

to improve Minnesott Beach.
-Matt O’Brien, Mr. Melo’s architect, said he is committed to being a good steward of
Minnesott Beach land. He said he is available to answer any questions from townspcople.

Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to go back into open session. All aycs.

Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to accept rezoning of Section 1A (Bennett Road)
from R-15 to Commercial Marine. Commissioner Gaskins and Commissioner Campen voted
aye. Commissioner Garfinkel abstained. Commissioner Braly voted nay. The motion

carried. Section 1A: The road into the marina will come off Bennett Road and will

alleviate traffic going on Neuse Dr to reach the Marina. There are zoned R-15 buffers
between the Marina and residential homes.

Commissioner Campen made a motion to accept rezoning of section IB. Commissioner
Garfinkel, Commissioncr Campen, and Commissioner Gaskins voted aye. Commissioner
Braly voted nay. Section 1B: The ordinances require a minimum of a 10 ft buffer between
Residential lots and Commercial Marine and will be enforced. The rezoning is in the best

interest of the Town.

Accessory Buildings/Structures Public Hearing: Commissioner Gaskins made a motion
to go into public hearing. All ayes.

Public Comments: Judith Lynch stated that she believes 50% of the square footage of the

primary residence is too large.

There being no more comments, Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to return to open
session. All ayes. After some discussion, Commissioner Campen made a motion to table the
discussion until the next commissioners meeting. All ayes.

160D: Town Manager Carolyn Braly reported that ECC will charge approximately $7500 to
bring the town’s ordinances into compliance with 160D. Commissioner Gaskins made a
motion to appropriate $7500. All ayes.

Planning Board: Chairperson Carol DeMoranville reported that she will be forwarding the
planning board’s comments on the land use plan to the commissioners. Regarding
conditional zoning, the two options are quasi-judicial or legislative changes. The planning
board continues to work on this area. Mrs. DeMoranville announced that planning board

meetings arc now at 7pm.

Fall Clean-up: Commissioner Braly reported the final cost to be $5090.49. >

Financial Report: The Town’s current assets as of November 30,2021 are: First Citizen's
Bank Checking $9,229.22; First Citizen's Bank MM $178,254.26; First Citizen’s Bank
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MM?2 $250,057.12; United Bank savings $219,612.33; ARPA MM $67,406.74; North
Carolina Management Trust is $211,539.59; Petty Cash $50.00. Total assets for the Town

are $1,198,588.59.

Christmas Party: Commissioner Gaskins reported the Christmas party was a huge success.
Thankfully, the weather was good.

Covid Tests: Commissioner Gaskins recommended residents sign test kits out. Mayor
Fowler suggested advertising on the town’s website. It was agreed that residents should call
first and tests will be placed in a designated location for pick up to prevent the potential
spread of the virus.

Town Manager’s report: Town Manager Carolyn Braly reported 5 new permits: a shed at
52 Muscadine Court; a garage at 640 Hardison Drive; a new home at 235 Wild Swan Lane;
a shed at 63 Beach Drive; a pool at 455 Indian Bluff; and a shed at 19 Hardison Drive. Two

of the applications have been approved.
Two CD’s are maturing. The commissioners approved renewing them.

Miscellaneous: Mayor Fowler read two proctamations in recognition of service for Jeff
Bland and Commissioner Cliff Braly.

New Business:
Town Manager Carolyn Braly administered the oath of office to Mayor Fowler. Mayor
Fowler administered the oath of office to each of the commissioners: Adam Garfinkel,

Patrick O’Donnell, Kenny Campen, and David Gaskins.

2021 Records Retention:
Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to follow the 2021 records retention schedule. All

ayes.

Kilgore Property Donation:
Commissioner Campen made a motion to accept the property that has been offered. All

ayes.
Arlington Place Dog Leash Request:

Arlington Place has requested Minnesott Beach implement a Jeash law. Commissioner
Gaskins made a motion for no action to be taken. All ayes.

Decriminalization of Code of Ordinances:
NC legislation has required ordinances not be criminalized. Mayor Fowler said the town will

need to outsource help in this area. s

Commissioner Garfinkel made a motion for a moratorium on accessory buildings. All ayes.
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There being no further business, Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to adjourn. All
ayes.

Respectfully Submitted,

QN

Denise Burns, Town Clerk
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