Town of Minnesott Beach
Board of Commissioners’ Meeting
April 12, 2022 Minutes

The meeting of the Board of Commissioners (BOC), Town of Minnesott Beach, was held
Tuesday April 12, 2022 at 7:00 P.M at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

Board members present: Mayor Tim Fowler, Commissioner Adam Garfinkel, Commissioner
Patrick O’Donnell, Commissioner Kenny Campen and Commissioner David Gaskins.

Others present were Town Manager Carolyn Braly, Town Clerk Denise Burns, Town Attorney
Aaron Arnette, Pat Dixon, Zeb & Barbara James, Eric Remington (attorney for the James’s),
Carol DeMoranville, Eber Warren, Lewis Smith, John C. McKee, Trent Holland, Starr Murphy,
David Fritsch, Scott & Traci Bearhope, Matt O’Brien, Lynn Peacock, Grant Garman, Carlos
Melo, Karl Thurber, Duck Whorton, and Norman Sanderson. (Others were present who chose
not to sign in.) Mark Duggan and Robert MacGregor were present via Zoom.

Mayor Fowler called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with a moment of silence and led everyone
in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to March 8, 2022 minutes.

Commissioner Gaskins moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to March 8, 2022 Special Called Closed
Meeting minutes. Commissioner O’Donnell moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to the March 17, 2022 Special Called
Meeting minutes. Commissioner Campen moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision to the March 31, 2022 Special Called
Meeting minutes. Commissioner Garfinkel moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision of the April 6, 2022 Special Called Closed
Meeting minutes. Commissioner Gaskins moved to approve the minutes. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler called for any discussion or revision of the April 12, 2022 agenda. Commissioner
O’Donnell requested adding Grass Cutting and Use of the Town Hall to Miscellaneous. Mayor
Fowler suggested removing items 3 and 4, Phillips Drive Drainage and Resolution for
Exemption from Mini-Brooks Act. Commissioner Gaskins moved to accept the agenda as
amended. All ayes.

Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to go into Public Hearing to allow public comments
regarding the rezoning request submitted by Wayfarer’s Cove, LLC to rezone from Single-
Family Residential (R-15) to Commercial Marine consisting of two tracts of land:

Tract 1, of approximately 2.167 acres, is located on the south side of Neuse River Drive and
borders on the Neuse River. Tract 2, of approximately 5.71 acres, is located on the west side of
Wayfarer’s Cove Commercial Marine property parallel to Bennett Road. All ayes.



Public Hearing:

Trent Holland of Best Lane spoke in opposition to the Wayfarer’s Cove rezoning request. He
voiced disappointment of the potential for Tract 2 to be rezoned because the adjoining propetty
may be devalued by rezoning.

Another resident, Starr Murphy, spoke in favor of the rezoning request. She has seen that Carlos
Melo is willing to work with CAMA along with other organizations and looks forward to growth
in Minnesott Beach.

Attorney Eric Remington representing Zeb and Barbara James, believes the timeline of events is
unfair. He explained how he thinks the application to amend the zoning text submitted by Mr.
and Mrs. James should have been considered by now. Mr. Remington recommended Wayfarer’s
Cove’s rezoning request should be sent back to the Planning Board for review, along with the
James’s application.

Long time town resident Duck Whorton does not support Wayfarer’s Cove rezoning without the
text amendment. She wants to make sure properties and property owners are protected now and
in the future.

Norman Sanderson iterated the importance of private property rights of citizens. e is very
appreciative of what Carlos Melo has done to help increase the value of property in Minnesott
Beach.

Grant Garman supports Mr. Melo and is impressed with improvements that have been made to
the inlet and country club.

Karl Thurber voiced his opinion of Mr. Melo as a wonderful employer who has made
improvements including flowers planted and a blue bird trail. He fully supports Mr. Melos and
his endeavors.

There being no further public comments, Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to leave the
public hearing. All ayes.

Mayor Fowler assured those present that all written comments have been reviewed by the
commissioners in preparation for this meeting.

Items for discussion and possible motion or action:

Rezoning of Marina Property: Commissioner Garfinkel made a motion to grant the
application to amend the Zoning Ordinance submitted by Wayfarer’s Cove Marina & Beach,
LLC on March 14, 2022 and the ordinance to amend the official zoning map of the Town of
Minnesott Beach together with the planned consistency statement and the statement of
teasonableness contained herein be adopted. All ayes. The ordinance to amend and the
consistency statement are attached and made a part of these minutes by reference.

Planning Board: Chairperson DeMoranvlle reported that the Planning Board determined that
the Accessory Building proposed ordinance was consistent with land use plans and unanimously
passed a resolution supporting the changes. The Planning Board heard from Barbara James and
Mr. Eric Remington. Members had a discussion about the proposed text amendment in the
Commercial Marina Zoning Ordinance. The proposed text changes were extensive and the board



members felt more time was needed to thoughtfully consider all of the details of the proposed
text, The matter was tabled to be discussed again at the next Planning Board meeting.

Section 151.181 Accessory Buildings: Commissioner Campen made a motion to schedule a
public hearing at the next regularly scheduled Board of Commissioners meeting on May 10,

2022 at 7pm. All ayes.

Financial Report: Commissioner Gaskins reported the Town’s financials are still trending well.
The Town of Minnesott Beach is well within its fiscal budget limits.

Miscellaneous: Town Manager Carolyn Braly reported 3 new permits: three applications for
sheds at S0 Bennett Court, 76 Willow Cove Lane, and 720 Country Club Drive. All applications
have been approved.

According to Commissioner O’Donnell, grass cutting has begun. Grass planted along Country
Club Drive West after construction was completed has taken root and will need to be cut soon.

Commissioner (’Donnell announced Deborah Drinnon is forming a new ‘Yarden’ group. The
group is designed to share information on gardening and landscaping. Commissioner O’Donnell
madc a motion to allow Deborah Drinnon to host “Yarden’ at Minnesott Beach Town Hall on
April 21, 2022 at 6pm. Board members unanimously voted to allow the group to use the town
hall as fong as a commissioner is present.

With no further business, Commissioner Gaskins made a motion to adjourn at 8:02pm. All ayes.

Respectfully Submitted,

(oo BPrwsa)

Denise Burns, Town Clerk




