Town of Minnesott Beach
Special Emergency Board of Commissioners’ Meeting
June 23, 2025 Minutes

The special emergency meeting of the Board of Commissioners (BOC), Town of Minnesott
Beach, was held Monday June 23, 2025 at 7:30 P.M. at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

Board members present were Mayor Carol DeMoranville, Commissioner Patrick ‘Sarge’
O’Donnell, Commissioner Kenny Campen, and Commissioner Emmett Reynolds.
Commissioner David Gaskins was present via Zoom.

Others present were Town Manager Carolyn Braly, Ron & Lucy Seegan, and

Don Cross.

Mayor DeMoranville called the meeting to order at 7:30pm with a moment of silence and led
everyone in the pledge of allegiance to the flag. She stated the purpose of this meeting is to
discuss the shrimp trawl ban amendment 3(a) to HB442.

Public Comments:

Lucy Seegan asked who proposed the bill. Without being able to answer with certainty, the
commissioners declined to answer. Mayor DeMoranville stated it was not drafted by anyone
from this area.

Don Cross introduced himself as a resident of Minnesott Beach and owner of a local seafood
company since 1977. He pointed out that the NC House of Representatives has been working on
HB442 for a long time. It is beneficial to southern flounder and red snapper recreational
fishermen. It was approved by the NC House of Representatives and sent to a NC Senate
subcommittee. A member of the subcommittee, Senator Craven introduced the amendment
prohibiting trawling in Pamlico Sound and %2 mile farther. Mr. Cross added that the Pamlico
Sound closes on Friday evening at sunset and reopens on Sunday at Spm. He wanted to make it
clear that the original writers of the bill did not include this amendment and a NC Senator
decided to add it at ‘the eleventh hour.” Mr. Cross pointed out that 70 percent of local fleets
cannot handle ocean waters over %2 mile out to sea. He believes it will endanger the lives of
commercial fishermen and destroy the NC commercial fishing industry. According to Mr. Cross,
other industries will suffer as well.

Mayor DeMoranville stated the effective date of the amendment is December 1, 2025. She said
any such ban should be supported by scientific research. Mayor DeMoranville read a Resolution
Opposing the Shrimp Trawl Ban Amendment 3(a) to HB442. Commissioner O’Donnell made a
motion to accept the resolution. All ayes.

With no further business, Commissioner Campen made a motion to adjourn at 7:48pm. All ayes.

Respectfully Submitted,
WMacs wreo
Denise Burns, Town Clerk




