Minutes of the Minnesott Beach Town Commissioners’ Meeting
October 13, 2009

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Town of Minnesott Beach, was held
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Joshua Potter, Commissioners Charles Salter, Dave Stewart,
Eber Warren and Larry Whorton.

MEMBER ABSENT: None

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Fowler, Starr Murphy, Rich Skreba, Lawrence Tucker, Janet
Armstrong, Sue Walthall, Donna Scott, Ray Lee and Jeff Aydelette from The County Compass.

Mayor Potter called the meeting to order by having a moment of silence.

Mayor Potter called for discussion regarding any revision to the proposed agenda.
Commissioner Whorton asked to add under Unfinished Business, NC League legislative
changes. Commissioner Whorton also asked to add under Miscellaneous Business modifications
made to the website. Commissioner Whorton motioned to accept the agenda. All ayes. Motion
passed.

Mayor Potter asked to amend a change of the date of the ethics ordinance as January 2011
instead of January 2010. Commissioner Whorton made a motion to accept the minutes of the
September 9, 2009 meeting as amended. All ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter recognized the following individuals who had signed up under Public Comment:

Starr Murphy asked the Board where does it stand on a dog ordinance. Mrs. Murphy has spoken
with Ms. Trinity, animal control officer for Pamlico County, who advised she is willing to work
with the town to enforce a dog ordinance and it would not be a burden. Commissioner Stewart
answered Mrs. Murphy saying that the Town has set up a snap poll on the web site and another
poll will go out to the residents in November.

Lawrence Tucker does not believe the Town should have a dog ordinance. He stated this is a
rural community without a lot of rules and regulations which is the reason a lot of residents are
here.

Donna Scott thanked Commissioner Salter for his service to the Board. Mrs. Scott is concerned
about the number of “For Sale” signs on the Town’s street corners. She made a suggestion to
have one board at Town Hall displaying homes for sale which would be under glass and lighted.
The board could be changed often, protected from the elements, and seen at night.
Commissioner Salter will look into this possibility. Commissioner Whorton suggested the Town
enforce the Temporary Sign Permit on these signs.
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Mayor Potter noted matters to be addressed under Unfinished Business were as follows:

Commissioner Salter spoke with Henry DeHart and David Dynastein of Camp Seafarer about
allowing the Town residents to have beach access along the camp’s property line. Mr. DeHart
and Mr. Dynastein were very interested in the project and will contact their Raleigh office for
permission.

Commissioner Whorton presented the board with changes in legislation from the NC League of
Municipalities.

1.

Legislation suspends the running time on the life of affected development approvals
during the three-year period from January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2010. If the
development approval was current and valid at any point during those three years, the
clock stops and none of the time in that period is counted toward expiration. The clock
resumes January 1, 2011, and any time that was remaining on the permit when the clock
stopped will then begin to run. Commissioner Whorton stated this legislation effects
Lakefront Property’s preliminary plat and will remain viable until July 2012.
Commissioner Whorton spoke with the Town’s attorney Jimmie Hicks. Mr. Hicks spoke
with Lakeshore Property’s attorney, Tom Ward, about this change.

Governing board must adopt a code of ethics by January 1, 2011. The governing board
must receive a minimum of two hours of ethics education within 12 months after their
initial election and again 12 months each time they are subsequently elected.
Commissioner Whorton stated the NC League of Municipalities is offering such a class on
Sunday October 25, 2009 in Greenville NC.

Amendments to public notice and comment provisions, which include notice of special

and emergency meetings, also notice of consideration of development fees/comment. If a
public body has a website, it must post the schedule of regular meetings and notice of
special, emergency and recessed meetings before the scheduled time of the meeting. This
act also allows the use of e-mail to the notice of special meetings to the media and others
who have requested it (sunshine list). This amendment also requires that special meeting
notices are to be posted in an area accessible to the public at least forty eight hours prior
to the meeting. If the town seeks to impose or increase a fee or charge related to
subdivision development, it must provide notice on its website at least seven days prior to
the meeting which the increase is on the agenda. The board must also allow for public
comment during this same meeting.

New legislation makes modifications regarding unsafe residential buildings.

Commissioner Whorton stated the town does not currently have an ordinance that declares
non-residential buildings unsafe, the board may want to discuss this topic in the future.
New legislation would enable homebuilders to have a three year deferment paying
property tax on their “inventory” or until the houses are transferred to a new owner.
Appeals of quasi-judicial land use decisions. The courts shall consider the interpretation
of the ordinance but is not bound by that interpretation and may freely substitute its
judgment as appropriate.
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Commissioner Whorton also discussed the new recycling laws of plastic bottles which states
plastic bottles whose openings are smaller than the bottles themselves must be recycled.

There was no Old Business to discuss.

Issues under New Business were as follows:

Commissioner Salter would like to ask the state to fill in a six feet wide pot hole on Driftwood
Court. If the state will not take care of this matter Commissioner Salter would like to use a
liquid fill in that would cost a little more than $100.00 dollars to fix the pot holes. Commissioner
Whorton commented that the town has a policy that would allow Commissioner Salter to take
care of this problem.

Commissioner Salter stated that ST Wooten is placing a bid to pave Ann Drive for budget
purposes but it has not been received as of this meeting.

Mayor Potter requested Commissioner Reports.

Commissioner Warren presented account balances as of September 30, 2009 for the checking,
savings and NCCMT accounts. Commissioner Warren stated the Town is on budget and in good
standing. Commissioner Warren expressed his concern about the amount already spent in the
line item of telephone/stamps and would like to look into bundling the long distance phone bill
with the internet service for a less expensive service. He also stated the Powell Bill funds have
also been received for this year close to the budgeted amount.

Commissioner Salter commented on weight limit sign on Neuse Road, no other road in
Minnesott Beach has a weight limit sign. Mayor Potter stated that no secondary state owned
roads have weight limit signs. Commissioner Whorton expressed his concerns of the Marina
bauling large boats damaging the newly paved Neuse Road. It was decided to wait and see if
this becomes a problem. Commissioner Salter asked that Larry Hackney remove the rock that
needs to be removed.

Commissioner Salter received a letter from the state that prisoners will no longer be able to work
for free in the cities and towns in the state. He does not know how long this will be in affect.

Commissioner Whorton spoke about modifications made to the town’s website. Several new
tabs have been added such as information on the Swine Flu, Hurricane information and Ferry
tweets and travel alerts. Also, a snap poll has been added to the website pertaining to question of
animal control.

Mayor Potter asked for any miscellaneous information from the Board.

Commissioner Stewart received a letter from County Commissioner Heath stating the water
tower issue has been approved by the state for a 200,000 gallon facility. The pumps will be
between Kershaw and Highway 306. The county will be accepting bids to tear down the water
tower. This improvement will increase the town’s water pressure.
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Commissioner Whorton made a motion to adjourn. All ayes. Motion passed.
October 8, 2009

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

VRN

Charlene Lamb, Town Clerk
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