
Minutes of the Minnesott Beach Town Commissioners' Meeting
August 12,2008

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Town of Minnesott Beach, was held
Tuesday, August 12,2008, at 7:00 p.m., at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Joshua Potter, Commissioners Charles Salter, David Stewart,
Eber Warren, and Larry \Vhorton.

OTHERS PRESENT: Tinl Fowler, Charles Lane, Ken Heath, Mr. & Mrs. Melliil, Mr. & Mrs.
Brennen, Janet Armstrong, Donna Scott, Mr. & Mrs. Covington, Connie Kinney, Robert
McDonald, Paul Abare, Jeff Bland, Sarah Caudill, Bill Barley, Marchant Schneider, Justin
Francis, Edward Mowle, and reporter Kathy Enzerink of the Pamlico News.

Mayor Potter called for discussion regarding any revision to the proposed agenda.
Commissioner Salter asked to revise the proposed agenda to include under new business the
Town Christmas party. Commissioner Whorton made a motion to adopt the revised proposed
agenda. All ayes. Motion passed.

Minutes ofthe meeting dated July 8, 2008 were read. Commissioner Whorton made a motion to
approve the minutes. All ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter clarified the purpose of the public comments period. Mayor Potter stated it is not
for the introduction oftopics for discussion and debate and action. That is what agenda items are
for. The board has no obligation to respond to or act on comments shared. Comments shared are
taken under advisement and for possible future agenda items for action, or the council may
suspend its rule and deal with as an agenda item.

During Public Comments, Mr. Charles Lane expressed his thanks to the Board for allowing the
town to have a voice. Ken Heath introduced himself to the Town and announced his running for
COlmty Commissioner for this township. Paul Abare complimented the Board on the work the
Board had been doing. Bill Barley addressed the Board regarding Wayfarer's Cove. Mr. Barley
recapped the situation of Wayfarer's Cove and the lack of an infrastructure as discussed at a
previous meeting. (See March 11,2008 Board of Commissioners Minutes) Mr. Barley and the
other landowners are in discussion with the developers in hopes of resolving the issue. He will
keep the Board apprised of the situation. Mayor Potter recognized Marchant Schneider of FDS
Development Group, owners of two lots in Wayfarer's Cove. Mr. Schneider also addressed the
Board regarding Wayfarer's Cove, referring to a letter previously sent to the Board. (Letter to be
attached). He stated they had received an information packet from Mr. Yopp ofMinnesott Beach
Holding Company. Realizing that the situation is a challenge for all parties involved, Mr.
Schneider requested that the Board withhold taking any action thereby giving the owners of the
10 lots and Minnesott Beach Holding Company the opportunity to resolve the pending issues to
the approval of all parties involved.

Commissioner Whorton requested both Mr. Barley and Mr. Schneider to keep the Board
informed. Commissioner Whorton went on to give to the Town a short synopsis of the situation
regarding Wayfarer's Cove. Mayor Potter verified the names of Wayfarer's Cove property



owners. Commissioner Whorton informed the owners that he is the liaison to the planning board
and would be their point of contact.

Mayor Potter introduced unfinished business of placing original records on microfilm and
recognized Commissioner Whorton. Commissioner Whorton explained that placing original
records on microfilm is not mandatory but voluntary and would involve driving the records to
Raleigh and putting the records on microfilm rolls. The Department of Cultural Resources,
Office of Archives and History would then undertake to return the records to us. Commissioner
Warren spoke regarding the cost of microfilming the records which involves travel time of 58.5
cents per mile to take the records to Raleigh and the cost of placing the records on microfilm at
$20.00 per roll. As the Town had just purchased a fireproof file cabinet, he did not feel it was a
necessary endeavor to undertake at this time. Commissioner Stewart questioned the possibility
of saving our records on discs ourselves from this point forward. The Town has never
microfilmed town records since incorporation in 1971. Commissioners Whorton and Warren
questioned the need to microfilm records due to the fact that the recent minutes and all are posted
on the Town website. Mayor Potter replied that it was a matter of preserving town records.
Town Manager Cathy Hurm informed the Board that some of the records from the 70's were in
danger of deteriorating. Commissioner Salter asked if the Town Manager and Town Clerk were
in favor of microfilming. The response was yes. Mayor Potter agreed to take the records, if
voted upon, to Raleigh the next time he goes to visit his son. Commissioner Salter made the
motion to have Town records microfilmed and stored at the State Archives in Raleigh.
Commissioners Salter and Stewart voted aye. Commissioners Whorton and Warren voted nay.
Mayor Potter broke the tie by voting aye. Motion passed.

Introducing new business, Mayor Potter recognized Commissioner Whorton. Commissioner
Whorton informed the Town of the proposed new office hours. The new hours will be Monday
thru Thursday, 8:30-2:30. Commissioner Warren made a motion to approve the new office
hours. All ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter recognized Commissioner Salter. Commissioner Salter informed the Board that
the Town needs to replace some damaged stop signs. Commissioner Salter explained that there
were three different size stop signs. He informed the Board that DOT requires stop signs to be
30". Commissioner Salter is proposing to bring all stop signs bordering or on state maintained
roads to regulation size of30" and all stop signs not on state maintained roads be 24".
Commissioner Stewart made the motion to allow Commissioner Salter to handle purchasing
signs according to his assigned duties as commissioner in charge of streets and maintenance.
Following some discussion regarding size, high intensity verses engineer grade signs, and cost,
deference was made to Commissioner Stewart's motion and all voted ayes for the purchase of
new signs.

Commissioner Salter inquired about purchasing high intensity or engineer grade signs.
Commissioner Whorton made a motion that the board allows Commissioner Salter to utilize his
discretion to make the decision regarding the purchase of new signs. All ayes. Motion passed.

Commissioner Whorton introduced assigning a Hazard Mitigation Plan Representative.
Commissioner Whorton made a motion for Mayor Potter to be the Town's representative. All
ayes. Motion passed.

Mayor Potter recognized Commissioner Salter. Commissioner Salter addressed the issue of
whether the Town should have a Christmas party this year. He said that some residents would
like to have a party and some would not. Commissioner Salter is calling for clarification. Do
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we, the Town, want a Christmas party? Commissioner Whorton noted that last year's Town
Christmas party cost the Town $1,006. The caterer was paid $800 plus $56 sales tax and the
ballroom rent at Minnesott Golf and Country Club was $150. Commissioner Whorton also noted
that Minnesott has a population of approximately 360, yet last year the party plans anticipated
only 80 attendees. After finther discussion, Commissioner Whorton made a motion to not use
Town tax funds to have a Christmas party. Commissioners Whorton, Warren, and Stewart voted
yes. Commissioner Salter voted no. Motion passed.

Commissioner Warren gave a budget report. Mayor Potter asked about the status of attending
the Peachtree training seminar voted upon at the previous meeting. Commissioner Warren
informed the Board that the seminar had been postponed.

Town Manager Cathy Hurrn introduced correspondence the Town had received regarding a
seminar on [mance given by the School of Government. More research is needed on this subject
and was tabled until the next meeting.

Commissioner Stewmt gave a community watch report in that all community watch signs are
now in place.

Commissioner Whorton offered condolences on behalf of the Town to town employee, Larry
Hackney, who had lost his grandmother. A card will be sent.

Commissioner Salter gave a report regarding the Emergency Management meeting. He
explained the need to create a list depicting those people with special needs in the event of an
emergency or disaster. In order to get assistance from FEMA, it was very important to have all
forms and requests filled out perfectly.

L£L~
Barbara Baker, Town Clerk


