
A regular meeting of the Board. of Commissioners, Town of Minnesott Beach, was held Tuesday,
April 8, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., at the Minnesott Beach Town Hall.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Joshua Potter, Commissioners Charles Salter, David Stewart,
Eber Warren, and Larry Whorton.

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Fowler, Paul Abare, Malcolm Rubel, Lucille and Brad Rice, Robert
McDonald, Connie Kinney, Valerie Calcavecchia, JeffBlan~ Paul Scott, Lawrence Tucker, Ken
Heath, reporter Kathy Enzerink of the Pamlico News, and others.

Mayor Potter called for discussion regarding any revision to the proposed agenda.
Commissioner Whorton addressed the possible changing of the proposed agenda to include a
request from the Eastern Carolina Council for the Town to appoint someone to serve on the
General Membership Board. The request was tabled until the next meeting. The proposed
agenda was approved.

Ms. Rice addressed the issue of the limited information in the ordinances regarding animal
control and the penalties. She feels that the ordinances needs to be revised. Ms. Rice wanted to
know what the board's feelings are regarding this issue. She requested that the board look at
some of her recommendations. Ms. Rice stressed the safety issue with regards to the amount of
dogs roaming free. Commissioner Salter responded that he has not seen any evidence of
aggressive behavior in the dogs. Commissioner Warren said that he supports Ms. Rice in that he
has seen aggressive behavior in one of the dogs.

Mayor Potter recognized Commissioner Stewart regarding the unfinished business of Animal
Control Infonnation. Commissioner Stewart informed the board that he had contacted the
Pamlico COlIDtyanimal control officer, Trinity Smith. Commissioner Stewart said that Ms.
Smith is limited in what she can do; it really depends on each town's ordinances. If there is a
safety issue with animals, the issue needs to be reported to the county sheriff department. Mayor
Potter said that he too had talked to Ms. Smith. There are two things the State allows Ms. Smith
to do: deal with dangerous dogs and deal with dogs that have no rabies tags. Mayor Potter said
that the issue of the dogs is an on going situation that occurs with regularity over the years. His
recommendation is to appoint a committee to come up with a policy change or a procedural
change to address this issue. No action was taken is regards to this suggestion.

Lawrence Tucker addressed the board in regards to the dog issue. Mr. Tucker had written a
letter to the board and requested that the letter be read during the town meeting. Commissioner
Whorton read the letter to the town. (Copy ofletter attached to minutes.)

Commissioner Salter made a motion for the town to write a letter to problem dog owners.
Commissioner Whorton feels that the dog issue should be between the person making the
complaint and the dog owner. Motion died.



Next item on the agenda is the trailer park issue. Commissioner Stewart met with Bob
McDonald to address some of the safety and health issues. Mr. McDonald has since corrected
these issues as discussed during the meeting.

Commissioner Stewart addressed the board about purchasing community watch signs to post
around the community. Commissioner Warren made a motion to purchase the signs and
mounting posts, keeping the cost under $300.00. Motion passed.

Another community watch meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2008 at 6:30pm. Commissioner
Stewart is looking for someone to take over the organization of the community watch program.

Mayor Potter addresses the application submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Scott for a variance.
Commissioner Stewart, as acting zoning administrator, explained his findings for denying a
zoning permit to the Scotts. Mayor Potter set a public hearing for the next town meeting on May
13,2008. Public notice will be given to the newspaper.

Mayor Potter announced the zoning administrator vacancy left by the resignation of Ray Lee.
Anyone interested in filling this position is urged to let the board know.

Mayor Potter announced the planning board vacancy left by the resignation of Dan Collins. As
liaison between the Board of Commissioners and the Planning Board, Commissioner Whorton
contacted previous planning board member, Valerie Calvecchia. Ms. Calvecchia has consented
to fill the vacancy on the planning board. Motion was made to accept Valerie Calvecchia to the
planning board. Motion passed.

Commissioner Whorton made a motion to name Buddy Belangia as vice chainnan to the
planning board. Motion passed.

May newsletter was addressed. Commissioner Whorton gave a report concerning the internet e-
mail connections and website. Commissioner Whorton read to the town, the town's new email
address and fax number.

Commissioner Warren gave a current budget report. He presented a tentative working budget for
the upcoming fiscal year of2008-2009, to be addressed at the next town meeting.

Commissioner Salter addressed a complaint made about the Department of Transportation drop
off site being unsightly. Commissioner Salter has contacted the DOT about shrubbery coverage
and has received no response at this time.

Mayor Potter reminded the town of the new email address, the new fax number, the spring clean-
up on May 15 & 16, and a request from the town hall for email address as well as mailing
address updates from the town residents. Mayor Potter addressed various mail correspondences.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

dM
Barbara Baker, Clerk



TOWN COMMISSIONERS
OF MINNESOTT BEACH
MINNESOTT BEACH TOWN HALL
ARAPAHOE, N.C. 28510

I AM WRITING THIS LETTER ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MANY OTHER
PET OWNERS IN MINNESOTT. I HOPE I CAN SHED SOME LIGHT ON THE
PROBLEM THAT A FEW RESIDENTS HAVE WITH THE ANIMAL SITUATION.
APPARENTLY, A FEW RESIDENTS ARE HAVING PROBLEMS WITH ANIMALS
IN THEIR YARD OR ON THE STREET.

TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE CURRENT PROBLEMS RELATING TO MR.
COLLINS, PLEASE LET ME SHARE SOME OF MY THOUGHTS AND
EXPERIENCES THAT I ENCOUNTERED WHILE ON THE TOWN BOARD. FROM
PAST EXPERlENCE, I EXPECT THE MAJOR PROBLEM IS THE ANIMALS THAT
LIVE ON COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE. MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH ALL OF
THESE DOGS HAS BEEN POSITIVE. THERE ARE NO VICIOUS OR THREA TING
DOGS ON THIS STREET. IF ANYONE FEELS THREATENED BY A DOG, THEY
SHOULD TRY STOPPING TO SPEAK TO THE DOG AND PET IT IF IT ALLOWS
HIM OR HER TO DO SO.

MY EXPERIENCE IS THAT THE ANIMALS COME TO THE STREET TO GREET
PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED KINDLY BEFORE BY OTHER
MINNESOTT RESIDENTS. SO NATURALLY, THEY EXPECT THE SAME FROM
EVERYONE IN MINNESOTI. SINCE I LOST MY DOG AND COMPANION, IT
GIVES ME GREAT COMFORT TO HAVB THESE FRIENDLY LOVING DOGS
COME TO GREET ME WHEN I COME HOME. I AM SURE THAT OTHERS FEEL
THE SAME WAY. I HAVE SEEN PEOPLE DRIVE BY AND THROW OUT DOG
BISCUITS FOR THEIR WAITING FRIENDS.

MANY OF US HAVE LOVED MINNESOTT AND HAVE HAD PROPERTY HERE
FOR SEVERAL DECADES. ONE THING THAT DEFINES, SEPERA TES, AND
ENDEARS MINNESOTT TO ITS RESIDENTS, VERSES OTHER LOCALES, IS THE
FREEDOM THAT MINNES01T EMBRACES.

I HAVE LIVED AT MINNESOTT MOST OF MY LIFE AND HAVE SHARED IT
WITH A DOG MOST OF TRA T TIME. THEREFORE, I OPPOSE RECENT
RESIDENTS WHO WlSH TO CHANGE A WAY OF LIFE THAT HAS HAPPILY



EXISTED HERE WITHOUT COMPLAINTS. MOST OF US ENJOY THE COUNTRY
LIFE AND HAVE MOVED HERE OR CONTINUE TO LIVE HERE BECAUSE OF
THE RELAXED LIFESTYLE.

ACCORDING TO THE PAMLICO NEWS, MR COLLINS STATED THAT HE WAS
"ACCOSTED" BY SEVEN DOGS WHILE HE WAS WALKING HIS DOG. IN THE
SAME INSTANCE, HE STATED HE SAW A YOUNG CHILD FEEDING THE
DOGS. COMMON SENSE WOULD TELL YOU THAT IF A CHILD WAS FEEDING
THE DOGS AND WAS HAPPY AND NOT FEELING THREATENED, THEN WHY
WOULD A GROWN MAN BE THREATEN BY THE SAME DOGS?

TO ADDRESS THE LEASH LAW THAT MRS. RICE PROPOSES. MRS. RICE
ADVOCATES THAT ALL ANIMALS, DOGS, CATS, ETC., OWNERS PUT UP A
FENCE TO CAGE THEIR ANIMALS AND OCCASIONALLY WALK THEM DOWN
THE STREET ON A LEASH. I WOULD EXPECT SHE HAS A PROBLEM WITH
ANIMALS IN HER YARD. A FENCE WORKS BOTH WAYS. NOT ONLY WILL IT
KEEP THE ANIMALS IN, IT ALSO KEEPS THE ANIMALS OUT. THE STATE
SPENDS MILLIONS OF DOLLARS EACH YEAR TO PUT UP FENCES TO KEEP
ANIMALS OFF THE ROAD. MY PAST EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN THAT A
LEASH LAW DOES NOT STOP ANIMALS FROM POOPING IN SOMEONE
ELSE'S YARD, AS STATED BY MR. PAUL JOHNSON AT A TOWN BOARD
MEETING. A LEASH LAW DOES NOT STOP DEER, RACCOONS, AND
OPOSSUMS FROM EATING YOUR FLOWERS AND SHRUBS AS MR l-IAR;RIS
CAN TESTIFY TO FROM HIS EXPERIENCE WITH THE LOCAL DEER
POPULATION. I HAVE NOT SEEN A SNAKE ON MY PROPERTY IN SEVERAL
YEARS, MAINLY BECAUSE OF THE ANIMALS TIIAT RUN THROUGH THE
PROPERTY KEEPING THEM AWAY.

IN THE PAST, THERE HAVB BEEN COMPLAINTS OF SPEEDING TRAFFIC ON
CERTAIN STREETS. MY EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN THAT THE DOGS HELP
TO SLOW DOWN THE TRAFFIC ON MY STREET. MAYBE WE SHOULD PUT UP
A SIGN SAYING, "SLOW DOWN - DOGS AT PLAY".

TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NO ONE HAS BEEN ATTACKED OR BITTEN BY A PACK
OF DOGS IN MINNESOTI DESPITE WHAT MR. PAWLIKOWSKI STATED
DURING A TOWN BOARD MEETING. "ONCE A DOG HAS A TASTE OF BLOOD,
HE WILL KILL AGAIN". ALSO, NO ONE IN MINNESOTT THAT OWNS A DOG
HAS BEEN ROBBED. IT IS A PROVEN FACT THAT DOGS DETER ROBBERS.

THE ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM IS A VERY SIMPLE ONE. FIRST OF ALL, NO
ANIMAL OWNER WANTS TO CREATE A PROBLEM FOR ANYONE ELSE. PART
OF COUNTRY LIVING IS GETTING TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR. IF YOU ARE
HAVING AN ISSUE, YOU TALK ABOUT THE ISSUE WITH THE PEOPLE
CONCERNED AND NOT EXPECT THE TOWN BOARD TO SOLVE ALL YOUR
PERSONAL PROBLEMS. SECOND, WHILE A DOG CATCHER FOR MINNESOTT,
I FOUND A SIMPLE HOT FENCE KEEPS OUT NOT ONLY THE DOGS BUT



OTHERUNDERSIRABLE ANIMALS. THIRD, FOR THOSE THAT FEEL
THREATENED BY THE ANIMALS, THERE ARE SEVERAL SOLUTIONS. ONE
COULD CHOOSE ANOTHER ROUTE TO WALK THE ANIMALS OR JOG. ONE
COULD CARRY MACE OR SIMPLY TAKE A SMALL BOTTLE OF AMMONIA.
ANOTHER METHOD THAT WORKS WELL FOR UPS DRIVERS AND DELIVERY
MEN IS TO CARRY A FEW DOG BISCUITS IN YOUR POCKET AND GIVE THE
DOG A TREAT. SOMETHING AS SIMPLE AS CALLING THE DOGS BY THEIR
NAME, TO LET THEM KNOW YOU RECOGNIZE THEM, WORKS WELL.

I TOTALLY AGREE WITH MR COLLINS. I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE
BOARD HAVE SOME BACKBONE. I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE TOWN BOARD
TEND TO IMPORTANT TOWN BUSINESS, SUCH AS ROADS, PARKS, WATER
SITUATION AND STAY OUT OF EVERYONE'S PERSONAL BUSINESS.

IN CONCLUSION. r FEEL THE DOGS ARE AN ASSET TO COUNTRY CLUB
DRIVE. THOSE TRA T DO NOT HAVE A PET HAVE NOT EXPERIENCED THE
UNDYING LOVE AND LOYALTY A DOG OR CAT CAN GIVE. MAYBE THEY
SHOULD GET A PET!!!

SINCERELY,

~i:J-
LAWRENCE TUCKER
PROPERTY OWNER
MlNNESOTT BEACH


