
A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Town of Minnesott Beach, was held Tuesday,
February 12, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., at the Minnesott Beach Town HalL

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Pro Tern Larry Whorton, Commissioners Charles Salter, David
Stewart, and Eber Warren.

OTHERS PRESENT: Bobby Baker for community watch, Susan Keller from the Clerk of
Court, Charles Lane, Paul Melson, Phil Hedrick, Dan Collins, Tim & Sue Fowler, Rich Skreba,
Janet Armstrong, Donna Scott, Paul Abare, Tom Hicks, reporter Kathy Enzerink of the Pamlico
News, Patricia Stevenson, Malcolm Rubal, Mary Salter, Carol Home, Connie Kinney, Buddy
Best, Mr. & Mrs. Brunnen, Mr. & Mrs. Hughes, Betty Stuart, Kenny Heath, Mr. & Mrs. Pilley,
Lila Winchester, Mr. & Mrs. Pawlikowski, Barbara Gould, Mr. & Mrs. Creech, Mr. & Mrs.
Potter, Lucille Rice, Dorothy Loyd, Cindy Ism, Joy Deal, Addie Durham, and Adam Mayo

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton called the meeting to order. Minutes of the meeting dated January 8,
2008 and special meeting dated January 15,2008 were read and approved.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton stated the public comment policy previously adopted by the board
allows five minutes per speaker, twenty minutes per subject. Mayor Pro Tern then recognized
Ms. Lucille Rice. Ms. Rice wanted to make the town aware that not only are more people
moving into the neighborhood, but more dogs as welL A year ago there were 5 dogs within a
block of Ms. Rice, now there are 18. This causes a lot of problems. The dogs are doing their
business in peoples' yards and on the golf course. They are stealing golf balls from the course.
They are creating a lot of noise with their barking and blocking traffic. This problem has gotten
out of controL Ms. Rice understands that the planning board is working on the ordinances. She
would like the Board to address the problem and would be willing to give some suggestions.
Mayor Pro Tern Whorton thanked Ms. Rice. Commissioner Warren asked Ms. Rice to put
together a packet of suggestions.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton informed the Town that the Board was going to change the order on
the agenda so that some of the minor things could be gotten out of the way before the Board
addresses the issue of a new mayor. New office hours of 8:30-2:30, Monday-Friday, was
discussed. Motion was made to accept office hours. Motion passed. Connie Kinney will help
with the census and then be on call for up to 6 hours a week as needed.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton introduced a Town Clerk/Manager job description. This was reviewed
and accepted.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton discussed a letter received by the town attorney explaining a previous
policy adopted by the town of only having the attorney come to the meetings when he is
requested to do so. Mayor Pro Tern Whorton said that as the attorney charges $150.00 per hour,
he makes a motion to stay with the current policy. Motion passed.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton referred to a workshop on grant writing and environmental
improvement. Motion was made not to attend. Motion passed.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton addressed renewing the membership for Eastern Carolina Council.
Commissioner Salter asked what exactly does the ECC do for the Town. Connie Kinney said
that the ECC helps the town with grant writing, ordinance writing, and all sorts of helpful things
to benefit the town, although you could get the help from other sources. Mayor Pro Tern



Whorton made the comment that he would like to ask a representative to come down and explain
what exactly they offer. The Board agreed. Ms. Hurm was asked to contact ECC and request
someone for the next board meeting.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton presented to the board a draft donation policy. The Board will review
and discuss at the next meeting.

Mayor Pro Tern Whorton explained the process by which a new mayor will be selected. This
process was discussed and approved at the special meeting of the board on January 15,2008.
Each board member will rank the candidates using the agreed upon criteria of the January 15,
2008 board meeting. The purpose of the ranking will be to determine the order in which
applicants will be submitted to the board for a vote. Each board member will indicate his
preference in descending order. The applicant with the highest cumulative total will be
nominated and voted upon by the board fIrst. The process will continue until an applicant
receives a majority of the vote. Three candidates have applied for the position of mayor: Paul
Melson, George Pawlikowski, and Joshua Potter. Mayor Pro Tern Whorton said that all the
candidates had excellent qualifications and would be an asset to the Town. Applications were
then reviewed and ranked by each individual board member. The town manager collected the
rankings from all board members to be totaled. The town manager informed Mayor Pro Tern
Whorton of the rankings. Mayor Pro Tem Whorton then nominated Mr. Joshua Potter, who had
the highest ranking, to fIll the vacant position of Mayor of Minnesott Beach. The board voted
unanimously to appoint Mr. Potter as Mayor of Minnesott Beach. This completed the process.

Susan Keller, Deputy Clerk for Pamlico County, swore in Joshua Potter as Mayor, Catherine
Hurm as Town Manager, and Barbara Baker as Town Clerk.

Commissioner Whorton introduced Bobby Baker, Criminal Investigator from the Pamlico
County Sheriff's Department.

Mr. Baker addressed some concerns the community had in regards to recent break-ins. He said
that the sheriffs department had arrested several people in conjunction with these break-ins. Mr.
Baker went on to say that the county only has one deputy sheriff to patrol during the day and 2
deputy sheriffs to patrol at night. Implementing a community watch program will be a
tremendous help to deter crime. Mr. Baker said that he would be glad to come back to Minnesott
Beach at a different time, other than a board meeting, to discuss setting up a community watch
program. Commissioner Stewart agreed to be in charge of getting this program started. He
asked the town to get some thoughts together and let him know when would be a good time to
get Mr. Baker back down.

Mayor Potter expressed his appreciation at being appointed as mayor and his desire to serve
Minnesott Beach in an honest, fair, and open way.

~M
Barbara Baker, Town Clerk


